
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
MAIDEN GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL NO. 1592 

                       Number  7  13 March 2024  

2024 MGPS KEY DATES- TERM 1 
9 Week Term, 31 January – 28 March 

13-25 MAR NAPLAN period, Gr.3 & 5 
18 Mon MAR P/1 Games A ernoon 
22 Fri MAR School Cross Country 

Note new date  

28 Thurs MAR Easter Hat Parade 9-11am 

28 Thurs MAR Last Day of Term, early dismissal 
2:30pm 

  TERM 2 
18 Thurs APR School Photo Day 

15-17 MAY Grade 5 Camp 

24 Wed APR School Athle cs Day—Flora Hill Track 
Note new date 

22 Mon APR Art Show 4-5pm 

25 Tues APR ANZAC Day—School Ceremony 

Principal’s Report 
Dear Parents,  
 

The last few weeks have been really busy at Maiden Gully 
Primary School both inside and outside the classroom. 
There has been plenty on and lots of learning across the 
school. Students have been really enjoying Environmental 
Science and they have been preparing art pieces for the Art 
Show coming up in the second week of Term 2.  
 

Today, Grade 3 and 5 students commenced their NAPLAN 
program, comple ng the wri ng assessment. We are keen 
to see that every student is given the best opportunity to 
perform to the best of their ability. NAPLAN will con nue 
into next week as students have been revising and working 
hard with their learning, and we wish them all the best.  
 

Last Friday was the Inves ture of our School Leaders. Stu-
dents were formally presented with their badge and made 
the leadership pledge. We welcomed a speech by Mia M 
and Maddox L, our School Captains for 2024 and they were 
well supported by Charlo e E and Marcus T, our School 
Vice Captains.  
 

In addi on to those named above, this year our Student 
Government consists of the following students:  
 

 

Addy A, Braxton B, Chance B, Cooper D, Grace P, Jhak B, Har-
per T, Layla B, Lilly W, McKenzie W, Noah L, Peyton P, Poppy 
H, Rory W, Zach S and Zane C.  
Congratula ons to the following students who have been 
elected by their peers to be either a House or Vice House Cap-
tain for 2024 

Bradman House Captains: 

 Maddie L & Harry L;  

Vice Captains: Lily D & Zavier S 

Laver House Captains: Summer P & Ollie H; 

Vice Captains: Jayda V & Josh H-P 

Fraser House Captains:  

Jasmine L & Xavier O;  

Vice Captains: Indie L & Felix B 

Norman House Captains: Jensen M & Calvin J-M 

Vice Captains: Lily D & Seth H 
 

This Monday our Prep and Grade One students will have the 
opportunity to join in the Prep/One Games Night. This is the 
first stage in our camps program for our junior students as 
they stay back one a ernoon to enjoy a ernoon tea and 
some fun ac vi es.  
Speaking of fun, our classes are star ng to gear up for the 
Easter Hat Parade on the last day of term. Music and choreog-
raphy are high in minds and parents can help by dona ng to-
wards the Fundraising Commi ee Easter Raffle and selling 
raffle ckets! You’ve got to be in it to win it! 
 

Warm regards,  
Jordan & Kylie  

 



 

 

Grade 
Name 

Students 
Name 

Reason for award 

Prep M Olivia G For working hard on solving unknown words by stretching out the sounds and pulling the sounds back 
together during our Spelling sessions. Well done Olivia!  

Prep C Ella R For her hard work in learning the le ers of the alphabet! You have such a posi ve a tude towards 
learning Ella! 

Prep L Luxton G For listening carefully to the sounds in words during our spelling lessons and spelling them correctly! 
You should be very proud of your efforts Lux, keep up the great work!  

Grade 1O Lacey W For the fantas c effort she has been pu ng into her reading, wri ng and spelling when working with 
Mr Pa son. Well done Lacey! 

Grade 1O/P Ruby P For being an a en ve learner and making personal connec ons to our spelling focus for last week. 
Way to go Ruby! 

Grade 1W Maddisyn S For always trying your hardest with your wri ng. I am proud of your effort and persistence.   

Grade 1G/P Gracie F For working hard to write several extended sentences during her Wri ng me. Fantas c work Gracie!  

Grade 2/D/K Jack B For including lots of details when wri ng his weekend recount. We are proud of your progress in 
wri ng Jack. Keep it up! 

Grade 2S Oliver W For showing fabulous teamwork when building the Eiffel Tower. I love the way you listened respec ully 
to your partner and compromised when pu ng forward your ideas. Well done.  

Grade 2 H/Y Quinn H For bringing your bright and bubbly personality to school each day. We appreciate your willingness to 
help out with any task and your eagerness to learn. Keep being you Quinny! 

Grade 2 F Mason L For demonstra ng our values of community and teamwork. You are willing to work with anyone in the 
classroom and always try your best. You are such a good role model, Mason! 

Grade 3K/V Chloe G  For being willing to take on feedback in order to challenge yourself and extend your learning. 
Well done Chloe!  

Grade 3 ST Jordan P For being a coopera ve, caring and enthusias c student, working well in her lessons. Well done! 

Grade 3H Bonnie D For her descrip ve wri ng. Bonnie used similes, adjec ves and adverbs to add detail to her opening 
and to introduce the se ng and characters in her narra ve.  

Grade 3SO Rosie W  For being a quiet achiever, giving 100% to each and every task. Your dedica on to your learning is a 
real credit to you Rosie. 

Grade 4DL Lara H For displaying confidence when prac cing our Easter Hat Parade song and helping out with the dance 
moves. Well done Lara! 

Grade 4ML Ziggy B For working a en vely in class and producing some fantas c results. We love what you’re showing us, 
Zig!  

Grade 4D Aston F For working hard on his learning tasks and developing the confidence to ask for help when he needs it. 
Keep it up, Aston! 

Grade 4N Annie D For displaying persistence and determina on when working with frac ons. Amazing work, Annie! 

Grade 5T Hamish G For being an extremely kind, helpful student who is a wonderful listener and passionate learner. We 
love having you in 5T Hamish. 

Grade 5C Max M Thank you for contribu ng your ideas in class. Your understanding of our class text ‘Wonder’, allows 
our class to share in your thoughts which are an insigh ul addi on to our discussions.  

Grade 5LC Jax R For always having a terrific a tude to his work, and being prepared to extend himself with tasks.  
Keep up the amazing effort, Jax. 

Grade 5P Jake T For always contribu ng your thoughts and ideas to our class discussions! 

Grade 6T/F Noah VH  For coming to school every day and giving 100% to all areas of the curriculum. We really appreciate 
you sharing your valuable thoughts and extensive knowledge with the grade. Keep up the great work, 
Noah! 

Grade 6 T Mia K For staying focussed on her wri ng and working hard on her persuasive devices. Well done!  

Grade 6C Lily Do For quickly picking up the understanding of Figura ve Language and iden fying examples of it in our 
class novel ‘Liars’ Well done Lily! 

Grade 6A/F Logan H For consistently displaying our four school values, and always giving 100% to everything he does. You 
are a valuable asset to our class, Logan. 



 

 

Wonderful Ones 
 

 

On Monday 18th March our Grade 1 Games Afternoon is taking place. If you haven’t already, please ensure you return 
your signed permission slip to your child’s classroom teacher, by the end of this week. This event will begin at 3.30pm 
and conclude at 4.45pm. If you are unable to collect your child at 4.45pm, and need them to attend OSHCare services, 
please contact your child’s classroom teacher to arrange this in advance. We are looking forward to an exciting and fun 
afternoon together! Our Easter Hat Parade is taking place on Thursday 28th March. All students will have the opportunity 
to make a simple, paper hat during class time to wear at this event, however they are also welcome to make a hat of their 
own design at home if they wish. This week in Reading and Spelling we are focusing on the graphemes /ie/ as in “lie”, /
igh/ as in “bright”, and /-y/ as in “my.” When engaging in home reading this week, please remind your child that these 
spelling patterns all make the long /i/ sound should they find it challenging to identify the sounds in any of these words. 

Have a lovely week! 
The Grade 1 Team. 

Grade 3 Thoughts 
 

Books, books, books! If you are having a clean out at home and have some old, but in good condition books that you no 
longer need, please send them to school so we can add them to our class libraries. It saves us hitting the Op Shop and 
spending too much money. 
NAPLAN: Has begun this week and will continue into the next. Students were comfortable in completing the writing task 
and our aim is to make NAPLAN as easy for them as we can. Please remember that it is a one off for the year and we only 
wish students to do their best. 
Home Reading: A reminder that the school expectation is for at least five nights (or mornings) of reading each week. Set-
ting a regular time and place can be a good way to help your child if it is something they are struggling to complete. 
Easter Hat Parade: Practice has begun, and we are sure that you will hear your child humming our song which is 
‘There’s Nothing Holding Me Back’ by Shawn Mendes. As for costumes, we just want the kids to look colourful. 
Being in Grade 3, we do not make Easter Hats at school so you may wish to make a start at home. Crazy hair is 
another option. 
Grade 3 Team 

Two Twitter 
We hope everyone enjoyed their long weekend and managed to stay nice and cool!  
We are working hard in our room to perfect our rou ne for the Easter Hat Parade. If you missed the compass post, we 
ask students to dress in bright, colourful clothing. Sparkles are also encouraged! Students are welcome to wear an East-
er hat or bunny ears too. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Grade 2 Teachers 

Foundation Flutterings 
 

Our ‘Partners in Print’ reading informa on session link can be found on your child’s Compass feed or on our school 
webpage under ‘Founda on.’  We strongly encourage families to view this recording as it covers the following key areas: 
· How you can best support your child at home with their reading 
· Use of reading diaries 
· Expecta ons of the number of nights being read at home each week 
· When students will move onto new a reading stage 
· Informa on about the Li le Learners Reading Program 
 

Just a reminder, our annual Prep Games a ernoon will be held on Monday 18th March. Prep students are invited to stay 
later a er school to par cipate in this event. There is no cost for this event. Students will stay a er school and meet for 
a ernoon tea before commencing a variety of games. Please pack an extra snack for your child to eat for a ernoon tea. 
The a ernoon will conclude at 4:45pm. Students will each receive an icy pole and then can be collected outside the Prep 
classrooms. 
 

If your child has lost/ misplaced any items of clothing when outside in the school yard, please make sure that you check 
the purple and green lost property bins located in the school admin area. Please make sure all clothing and personal be-
longings are labelled. 
Prep Team 



 

 

OSHCare News 
Just a reminder that hats are back on for term 1 as we are 
a SunSmart school, so please pack a hat to be able to play 
outside. 
Tuesday and Thursday a ernoons are our busiest days of 
the week. We are quite o en having to reject families 
who are calling in late for a booking. 
It is very important that if your child is not going to be 
a ending OSHCare on any night, you cancel your booking 
by either contac ng the office or messaging the OSHCare 
phone. If you need a booking for your child, please con-
tact the office as soon as possible. Ge ng messages to 
children during the day can some mes be very difficult 
and causes great stress to staff if a message isn’t passed 
on. 
Parents will incur a charge of the full session that is 
missed if they fail to no fy OSHCare that their child no 
longer requires the booking for the day. 
Statements have gone out this week please check your 
emails. We s ll have some outstanding amounts from last 
year regarding your statements. It is a requirement that 
these get paid on me to allow your child/children to keep 
their posi on. 
Any other ques ons please feel free to give us a call. 

Jasmine Lower: Ph: 54496429   Macey : 0401882250 

Canteen News 
Easter bunny is coming to the Canteen  

 
From next Monday ll the end of term Canteen will be 

serving a:  
Jelly Cup with an Easter egg  
Chocolate Hot Cross Buns 

 These will only be available on QKR ordering which I will 
put up on QKR before Monday  

 

 Canteen Highlights 
 
Steamed Dim Sims – only on a Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday - $1.00 each or 3 @ $2.80 - SOY SAUCE OR 
TOMATO SAUCE 30c extra 
 
Chicken Burger – a crumbed chicken breast fillet served in 
a wholemeal roll with le uce, tomato & mayo- $4.50 
 
Apple Muffin – made in the Canteen - $2.50 
If you would like to join our great team of volunteers in 
the canteen please fill out the Lets do Lunch form (copy 
on school website or in  
Canteen foyer)or  hand your name and phone number in 
to me and I will contact you.  choose your days, work with 
a friend, meet a new friend . 
Please let me know by this Thursday at noon. 

 

Teresa McNamara 
Canteen Manager 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

The Uniform Shop will be open on Monday 18 March, 
from 3.15 un l 3.45pm. If this me is not convenient, 
office orders are s ll available. 
Orders with payment may be placed at the office at any 

me. The order will then be filled and delivered to your 
child's classroom. Payments of cash, cheque, EFTPOS, 
credit card, or on the QkR are accepted.   
Any queries may be made at the General office or call  
Anne e on 0402629377 or 54472100. 

Term 1 Canteen Roster 
9am – 12 noon 

Thursday  14th  
March 

Keiko Maber & Ann-Maree Waterhouse 

Friday 15TH Lizzie Wallace & Lauren Trevaskis 

Monday 18th Robyn Thornbury 

Tuesday 19th Sarah Burchell 

Wednesday 
20th 

Jessie Uren 

Thursday 21st Leshanne & Marisa 

Friday 22nd Keiko Maber & Glenyce French 



 

 

 

Fabulous 4’s 
 

We wanted to say a massive congratula ons to those students who have reached 25 nights of reading already and are 
well on the way to reaching 50 nights! It is such an incredible effort. We have the Easter Hat Parade coming up on the last 
day of Term 1.  We can’t wait to show you our dance moves! For the parade, Grade 4 students are asked to dress in black 
with a splash of neon. The unkind weather meant that we were unable to have our athle cs day this week, but we look 
forward to par cipa ng in the event in term 2.  
Enjoy the rest of the week!  
Grade Four Team. 

 Grade 6 Synopsis 
Thank you to families for your support around our School Inves ture last Friday. It was a lovely ceremony. We look forward 
to seeing the students embrace their leadership posi ons throughout the year.  
Congratula ons to Charlo e E, who competed in the district Tennis compe on last Wednesday. She won two out of three 
games and enjoyed the experience – well done Charlo e! 
Our School Cross Country has been postponed due to the hot weather and will be held on Friday 22nd March. This is a great 
opportunity for all students to show excellent leadership and sportsmanship, by encouraging their teammates and trying 
their best. We look forward to this annual community event. 
Our Easter Hat Parade will be held on Thursday 28th March. Our theme is ‘Recent Aussie tours’ – we can’t wait! 
Have a terrific week! 
Many thanks,  
Senior School Teachers 

Grade 5 Facts 
A busy week for grade five with NAPLAN assessments beginning on Wednesday. The assessments will be held over  four 
mornings his week and next week. Due to the hot weather, both the school cross country and athle c sports have been 
postponed. New dates are as follows: 
Cross Country – Friday 22nd March 
Athle cs Sports – Wednesday 24th April 
A reminder that our Easter Hat parade theme is 90s denim. Students can wear any form of appropriate denim. The Grade 5 
teachers are excited to announce that an expression of interest for Grade 5 camp in Melbourne will be sent home in the 
next week or so. Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you have any concerns about camp. Finally, a re-
minder for Grade 5 Coghill to bring their bikes on Friday to par cipate in the Bike Ed program.  
Have a wonderful week.  
The Grade 5 Teachers 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Maiden Gully Primary School is excited to be par ci-

pa ng! Students will receive their login details from their classroom teacher this week.  
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10. It is not a compe on; but a personal chal-

lenge for children to read a set number of books by 6th September 2024. 
Children from Prep to Grade 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. 

Children from Grade 3 to Grade 6 are challenged to read 15 books. 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a cer ficate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 

former Premiers, at the end of the year. 
For more informa on about how to take part in the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge,  

visit: h ps://www.vic.gov.au/register-and-log-in-premiers-reading-challenge 
If you have any ques ons please contact our Premiers’ Reading Challenge coordinator,  

Karen Plain karen.plain@educa on.vic.gov.au . 
Good luck, and happy reading! 



 

 

GIANT EASTER EGG     
RAFFLE 

 

We are asking families to donate an Easter Egg (or 
two) or any other Easter themed item such as 

cra , so  toys etc.  
Please support this school fundraiser by kindly do-
na ng and leaving items in the boxes provided in 

the foyer of the school office. 
NO NUTS PLEASE!  
Tickets $1 each. 

Raffle ckets (sold or unsold) with monies need to 
be returned to the office before 9am by Thursday, 

March 28. 
  

If you need more ckets they are available from 
the office 

  
(Please sell both sides of the 

cket and include name and 
contact details.) 

  
Drawn at Easter Hat Parade 


