
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
MAIDEN GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL NO. 1592 

                       Number  5  28 February 2024  

2024 MGPS KEY DATES- TERM 1 
9 Week Term, 31 January – 28 March 

29 Thu FEB Teddy Bear’s Picnic – Prep 
4 Mon MAR Curriculum Day – Student Wellbeing 
6 Wed MAR Backflips Against Bullying Incursion 
8 Fri MAR School Cross-Country 

11 Mon MAR Labour Day—Public Holiday 
12 Tue MAR School Athle c Sports 
13-25 MAR NAPLAN period, Gr.3 & 5 
18 Mon MAR P/1 Games A ernoon 
28 Thurs MAR Easter Hat Parade 9-11am 

28 Thurs MAR Last Day Term, early dismissal 2:30pm 

  TERM 2 
18 Thurs APR School Photo Day 

15-17 MAY Grade 5 Camp 

8 Fri MAR Grade 6 Students Inves ture 

Dear Parents 
 

It was great to see parents of Prep and Grade 1 students 
a ending an online informa on session on how we teach 
reading and how parents can support the development of 
reading this week. Thank you to all those parents who were 
able to join us. It’s always wonderful to see new and return-
ing faces to these events aimed at strengthening the rela-

onship between home and school for your children.  As we 
wander through classrooms, it’s great to see our students 
really proud of the learning they are achieving throughout 
the school day.  
 
Curriculum Day- Monday 4th March 
This Monday 4th March will be a Curriculum Day for staff. It 
is a Student Free Day. If you need to make care arrange-
ments for your child, please contact the school office or Jaz 
at Oshcare to enquire about an OSHCare booking.  Staff will 
be a ending a session with Dr. Bill Rogers (Behavioural Ex-
pert). The focus of our day is on student and teacher well-
being, and in par cular, Behaviour Leadership and Class-
room Management within a Whole-School Context. We are 
all looking forward to working closely with Dr Bill Rogers 
and we will be implemen ng and fine tuning many of the 
strategies shared over the coming months.  

SCHOOL CAPTAINS AND STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
We thank and congratulate all students who have par cipat-
ed in the elec on process for 2024. The courage from stu-
dents to stand up in front of their peers and make speeches 
about their personal quali es, ideas and aspira ons has been 
outstanding.  
Our Grade 6 students have con nued to impress us in their 
interviews for our School Captain and Vice School Captain 
posi ons this week. We are proud to announce our Student 
Leaders for 2024: 
 

School Captains: Mia M & Maddox L 
Vice School Captains: Charlo e E & Marcus T 
 

Student Government:  
Addy A, Braxton B, Chance B, Charlo e E, Cooper D, Grace P, 
Jhak B, Harper T, Layla B, Lilly W, Maddox L, Marcus T, McKen-
zie W, Mia M, Noah L, Peyton L, Poppy H, Rory W, Zach S, 
Zane C.  
Norman House Captains:  Jensen M and Calvin JM 
Norman Vice Captains: Lily Da and Seth H 
Laver House Captains:  Summer P and Ollie H 
Laver Vice Captains: Jayda V and Josh HP 
Bradman House Captains:  Maddie L and Harry L 
Bradman Vice Captains: Lily Do and Xav S 
Fraser House Captains:  Jas L and Xav O 
Fraser Vice Captains: Indie L and Felix B 
 
We look forward to formally acknowledging and welcoming 
our Student Leaders at our Inves ture Assembly next Friday, 
8th of March.  



 

 

SMOKING NEAR SCHOOL 
We know that we have some dedicated smokers who like 
to light up at school drop-off and pick-up mes and we are 
pleased to say that it has not been a problem for us, with 
most people respec ng the ban on smoking inside school 
property or within 4 metres of any of our entrances. Visible 
smoking within eyesight of young children is something 
responsible parents try to avoid modelling and we appreci-
ate the fact that MGPS families have been very suppor ve 
of No Smoking rules. Parents are reminded that smoking 
within 4 meters of our school entry points is not permi ed. 
 
PARKING AND STUDENT/FAMILY SAFETY  
Parents and visitors to the school are reminded of the im-
portance of driving safely and remaining pa ent and re-
spec ul of others within the school car parks and whilst 
using the surrounding roads. Another way that parents can 
show their respect of others is by only parking in marked 
spaces and not parking in the disabled parks. These are 
located between the signs near the front of school. We 
have contacted Bendigo City Council this week in regards 
to parking at pick-up and drop-off mes and they will be 
patrolling the parking situa on around the school over the 
coming weeks.  
We look forward to hearing of more courteous behaviour 
and keeping these areas safe for students and families. 
 
EARLY ARRIVALS and SUPERVISION 
We are fortunate at MGPS to be able to offer our families a 
before and a er school program. Jasmine Lower and her 
team do tremendous work overseeing our program. If stu-
dents need to be on site before 8.30am or a er 3.30am 
please make use of this service. Students are not permi ed 
to be wandering around the school yard prior to 8:30am. 
Yard supervision commences at 8.45am and concludes at 
3.45pm each day. 

MANAGEMENT OF COVID-19 IN SCHOOLS 
We currently have a larger than normal number of staff 
and students afflicted by COVID-19. It is recommended 
that staff members, students and visitors who have symp-
toms of cold, influenza or COVID-19 undergo tes ng for 
COVID-19. The Department of Health recommends that 
staff and students who test posi ve for COVID-19 isolate 
for a minimum of 5 days AND do not a end school un l 
their symptoms resolve. In accordance with the Depart-
ment of Health recommenda ons, we ensure that there is 
ven la on in the rooms and that masks are encouraged 
and available in classrooms. We encourage families to help 
us care for all members of our school community by no fy-
ing us of COVID cases (just as you would gastro), adhering 
to the meframes above, so that we can con nue to deliv-
er uninterrupted teaching and learning for your child, their 
classmates and our teaching staff.  
 

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
Next Friday is our House Cross Country, and team spirit 
is growing! For our House Captains it will be their first 
event and they are ge ng excited and ready to cheer on 
their teammates! We encourage students to come along 
in their House colours for the day and we invite parents 
to join us for the a ernoon on the oval. 
 

Warm regards,  
Jordan & Kylie  



 

 

OSHCare News 
We have a Pupil Free Day coming up on Monday 4th of 
March. We are offering care from 6.45 am un l 6pm. Full 
day is $50, Half day is $30,  this is reduced by the CCS. All 
food and ac vi es are provided for the children on the 
day. 
Just a reminder that hats are back on for term 1 as we are 
a SunSmart school, so please pack a hat to be able to play 
outside. 
Statements have gone out this week please check your 
emails. We s ll have some outstanding amounts from last 
year regarding your statements. It is a requirement that 
these get paid on me to allow your child/children to keep 
their posi on. 
We will also be collec ng the prep students from their 
classrooms for a er school care. This will apply for the first 
month of school. 
Any other ques ons please feel free to give us a call. 

Jasmine Lower: Ph: 54496429   Macey : 0401882250 

Canteen News 
CORN COB       $1.50 
CHICKEN BURGER  
Crumbed chicken breast fillet served in a wholemeal roll 
with mayo, le uce & tomato     $4.50 
APPLE CINNAMON MUFFIN  
Made in the Canteen      $2.50 
Unfortunately our popular Moosies have been discon n-
ued from our supplier, but we will be replacing them with 
rainbow and chocolate paddle pops for the me being. 

 

Teresa McNamara 
Canteen Manager 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

The Uniform Shop will be open on Monday 18 March, 
from 3.15 un l 3.45pm. If this me is not convenient, 
office orders are s ll available. 
Orders with payment may be placed at the office at any 

me. The order will then be filled and delivered to your 
child's classroom. Payments of cash, cheque, EFTPOS, 
credit card, or on the QkR are accepted.   
Any queries may be made at the General office or call  
Anne e on 0402629377 or 54472100. 

Backflips Against Bullying 
Our first incursion for the year will be on Wednesday, 
March 6th. 
All incursions are pay as you go, as outlined in the Parent 
Payment Plan for 2024. 
The cost of Backflips Against Bullying for 2024 is $7.00 per 
child. 
This can be paid via QKR, EFTPOS or cash at the office. 
If you think you have credit on your account, please check 
with the office before making payment. 

Term 1 Canteen Roster 
9am – 12 noon 

Thursday  29th 
February 

Marisa & Ann-Maree Waterhouse 

Friday 1st 
March 

Lizzie Wallace & Cyn Noble 

Monday 4th Curriculum Day – No Canteen 

Tuesday 5th Robyn Thornbury 

Wednesday 6th Leshanne & Glenyce French 

Thursday 7th Shannyn Watson & Marisa 

Friday 8th Keiko Maber + helper needed 



 

 

Grade 
Name 

Students 
Name 

Reason for award 

Prep M Addalyn S For coming to school every day displaying a posi ve a tude and an enthusiasm towards all her learn-
ing.  Top effort Addalyn! 

Prep C Freddie H For always being an organised student who is ready to learn! You have such a posi ve a tude to-
wards school Freddie! 

Prep L Tina J For listening carefully to the sounds in words, stretching them out and wri ng them correctly. You 
should be very proud of your efforts Tina! Keep up the great work!  

Grade 1O Annabell M.S  For her enthusiasm and excellent listening skills during our Heggertys sessions. Well done Annabell! 

Grade 1O/P Sienna R For listening and following instruc ons promptly. Sienna you are always one of the first to get yourself 
ready and organised for learning. Keep up the great work!  

Grade 1W Fletcher K. For working hard in wri ng me. I am impressed with the way you listen to feedback and apply it to 
your work. 

Grade 1G/P Violet H For the great a en on to detail that she uses when crea ng pictures or cra  projects. Your work is 
amazing Violet!  

Grade 2/D/K Dyl G  For always following instruc ons and trying his absolute best in all school tasks. We love having you in 
our grade Dyl. 

Grade 2S Emme  P For con nuing to show enthusiasm for everything we do. Emme , I love the way you con nually try to 
improve. This is a fantas c a tude to have. 

Grade 2 H/Y Amelia W For always pu ng in her best effort and taking on feedback to improve her work. Keep up the fantas c 
learning Amelia! 

Grade 2 F Isla N For confidently sharing her thoughts and ideas with the class during literacy sessions. Keep up the 
great work, Isla! 

Grade 3K/V Zahlia T For always having a posi ve outlook and trying her best with every opportunity. Fantas c effort  
Zahlia! 

Grade 3 ST Poppy W For being a kind and caring student towards others. Well done Poppy!  

Grade 3H Flynn D-P For his hilarious and imagina ve wri ng. Flynn, we have all loved hearing your crazy and wonderful 
story ideas and colourful sentence wri ng. Keep it up! 

Grade 3SO Archer M For demonstra ng increased confidence by contribu ng to class discussions. You have a lot of great 
ideas to share Archer so keep it up! 

Grade 4DL Aus n O   For making an excellent start to the year and displaying a respec ul a tude towards others! Well 
done, Aus n! 

Grade 4ML Grace M For taking on feedback and changing behaviour. Its great to see you reaping the rewards, Grace!  

Grade 4D Ned D For shi ing his mindset about frac ons and pushing himself further to challenge himself. Love your 
work, Ned! 

Grade 4N Hunter D  For making an excellent start to grade 4 and displaying a posi ve a tude towards his learning. 

Grade 5T Lachie B For being an extremely kind, helpful student who is always willing to help others without being asked. 
You are a fantas c role model for your classmates Lachie. Keep up the great work 

Grade 5C Zara H Zara con nues to strive for her best in all areas of her learning. It is incredible to see her excel herself. 
Your hard work and determina on have not gone unno ced. Keep it up Zara.  

Grade 5LC Mia D For taking on feedback with her work and always trying her best in all that she does. Mia you are a 
fantas c role model in our class. Keep up the amazing work! 

Grade 5P Airlie S For the way you work so well with others. I can put you in any group or pair and know you will work 
brilliantly. Well done Airlie. 

Grade 6T/F Ruby W For demonstra ng confidence and ini a ve by volunteering to share your wri ng with the class. Great 
job, Ruby.    

Grade 6C Alex M For your crea ve and entertaining persuasive wri ng piece about why junk food should be banned in 
schools. Keep up the great work, Alex! 

Grade 6A/F Lexie L For working hard during wri ng sessions to produce high quality persuasive arguments. Keep up the 
great work, Lexie! 

Grade 6 T Felix B For persis ng with his wri ng and following the structure of a persuasive text. Well done!  

Music Mason B For his excellent efforts in music class. For se ling into ac vi es nd giving everything a go this week. 
Well done Mason. 



 

 

Wonderful Ones 
 

 

It is hard to believe that we have already reached the half-way point of Term 1 – time flies when you are having fun! On 
Monday 18th March our Grade 1 Games Afternoon will be taking place. If you haven’t already, please ensure you return 
your signed permission slip to your child’s classroom teacher as soon as possible. We are looking forward to an exciting and 
fun afternoon together! Please remember that students are required to have a hat and a fully named water bottle at school 
every day. We also encourage students to be reading aloud to an adult at home for a minimum of 5 nights every week to 
assist their reading progression. This week in Reading and Spelling we are focusing on words that contain the /ee/ or /ea/ 
sound – such as tree or peach. As your child is reading this week, they are likely to come across many words with this 
spelling pattern. Please remind them that it makes the long e sound should they have any trouble sounding out, or reading 
these words. 
 

Have a lovely week! 
The Grade 1 Team. 
 

Two Twitter 
The weeks are flying by! Thank you for all of your support for a smooth transi on into a new school year. 
Please do not forget that children are not required to a end school on Monday 4th of March.  
Wednesday the 6th of March is Backflips Against Bullying. This is a pay as you go excursion. If you have not paid, your 
child may miss out. Please pay at the office or use QKR to finalise any payments. Friday the 8th is the School Cross Coun-
try. Students can wear their house colours and par cipate in a fun day. Feel free to come along and support your child. 
Thanks, 
Grade 2 Teachers 

Foundation Flutterings 
Thank you for those families who were able to a end our ‘Partners in Print’ Informa on night. If you were unable to 
a end, a recording of the evening can be found on our school website on the Founda on page.  
We strongly encourage families to access the ‘Partners in Print’ recording as it covers the following key areas: 
· How you can best support your child at home with their reading 
· Use of reading diaries 
· Expecta ons of the number of nights being read at home each week 
· When students will move onto new a reading stage 
· Informa on about the Li le Learners Reading Program 
 
Our Teddy Bear Picnic will be held tomorrow, Thursday 29th of February. Students are asked to bring along their favourite 
teddy from home along with an extra snack for the picnic. During the day we will walk down to the Maiden Gully  
Recrea on Reserve and play some games, sing songs and lots of dancing. 
A reminder that next Monday 4th of March is a Curriculum Day. Students are not required at school on this day. 
Next Wednesday 6th March, students have an incursion called ‘Backflips Against Bullying’ an an -bullying show that  
engages students through parkour and acroba c manoeuvres which is aligned with an an  bullying campaign. The cost of 
this incursion is $7. This can be paid at the office or by the QKR app.  
Our annual Prep Games a ernoon will be held on Monday 18th March. Prep students are invited to stay later a er school to 
par cipate in this event. There is no cost for this event. Students will stay a er school and meet for a ernoon tea before 
commencing a variety of games. Please pack an extra snack for your child to eat for a ernoon tea. The a ernoon will con-
clude at 4:45pm. Students will each receive an icy pole and then can be collected outside the Prep classrooms. 
If your child has lost/ misplaced any items of clothing when outside in the school yard, please make sure that you check the 
purple and green lost property bins located in the school admin area.  
Have a great week, 
The Prep Team 

Thank you 
Thank you to the Wallace Family for their kind dona on of books for our school library.  



 

 

 

Fabulous 4’s 
 

What a wonderful week in Grade 4. A reminder that next week is a Curriculum Day on Monday, as the staff engage with 
behavioural expert Bill Rogers. We are very much looking forward to picking his amazing brain! 
Next week, we also have Backflips Against Bullying on Wednesday. This is now a Pay-As-You-Go system, so please make 
sure to pay ($7) through the Office or on QKR! (under School Payments!). Any student who has not paid will not be able to 
a end.  
Next week, we also have our School Cross Country on Friday, the 8th of March. We love this school community event and 
can’t wait to see all our kids dressed up in House Colours!  
Keep those Home Reading diaries coming in, it’s great to see some students already reaching the first milestone (25 
nights!) this week! 
Grade Four Team 

 Grade 6 Synopsis 
Congratula ons to the 16 students who were elected as House Captains and Vice Captains last Friday. These students, as 
well as our 20 members of Student Government, will make their leadership pledge and be presented with their badges at 
our School Inves ture next Friday 8th March. Once again, we would like to express how proud we are of all the students 
who put themselves out there for leadership posi ons this year. 
Our Backflips Against Bullying incursion will be held next Wednesday 6th March. Payments can be made via the QKR app or 
in at the school office. We are looking forward to another outstanding performance, with a powerful message around bully-
ing at the same me.  
Our School Cross Country will be held on Friday 8th March. This is a great opportunity for all students to show excellent 
leadership and sportsmanship, by encouraging their teammates and trying their best. We look forward to this annual com-
munity event. 
Have a wonderful week! 
Many thanks,  
Senior School Teachers 

Grade 3 Thoughts 
Books, books, books! If you are having a clean out at home and have some old, but in good condition books that you no 
longer need, please send them to school so we can add them to our class libraries. It saves us hitting the Op Shop and 
spending too much money. 
NAPLAN: this begins on 13th March. There is always a lot of information in the press about it at this time of the year. 
Please be assured that the students will be well prepared and feeling positive about what is to come. 
Grade 3 Team 

Grade 5 Facts 
We are already half way through the term. It is wonderful to see the students ge ng into a rou ne. A few reminders for 
families… 
* Bike Ed con nues for Grade 5 Coghill, however it will be on Thursday , just for this week at 2:30pm. Please bring your 
bike Thursday. 
* It is expected that reading diaries and math homework is handed in each Friday. We would like to see students reading 
each night and have their diary signed by an adult. If you are experiencing any difficul es ge ng into a rou ne with home 
reading, please contact your child’s teacher to discuss further.  
Next week is a busy week. Some key dates… 
* Next Monday, the 4th of March is a Curriculum Day, where the students aren’t required at school. 
* Next Wednesday the 6th of March is our Backflips Against Bullying Incursion. 
* Next Friday the 8th of March is our school Cross Country. 
As you would have read in the newsle er, NAPLAN is coming up this term. If you have any concerns or ques ons regarding 
this, please contact your child’s teacher as soon as possible.   
The Grade Five Teachers  


